568 TRANSPORTATION AND COMMUNICATIONS

Registrations of motor vehicles in 1931 showed for the first time, a decrease
from the previous year, the total number being 1,206,236 which was 33,052 Jess than
in 1930. The most significant feature was the decrease in the new registrations
which was much greater than in the case of total registrations, indicating that old
cars were retained in service and expenditures for new cars were greatly reduced,
All the provinees did not segregate new registrations. In Quebec the total passenger
registrations increased by 3 p.c. but new registrations decreased by 35 p.e. In
Ontario there were 15,158 fewer new passenger car registrations but practically no
change in total passenger car registrations. Similar conditions existed in Nova
Scotia, New Brunswick and British Columbia. It is quite probable that the de-
crease in hew cars was even greater in the Prairie Provinces.

The decrease in registrations and the increase in population raised the average
population per, registration from 8.2 in 1930 to 8.6 in 1931. Canada still ranked
fourth in this respect, the United States heing first with 4-6 and New Zealand and
Hawaii being next with 7 each. On the basis of the total regisiration of
1,206,836, only three countries had larger numbers in 1930, #iz., United States,
26,523,779; United Kingdom and Northern Ireland, 1,524,339; and France, 1,459,650,

34.-Number of Motor Vehicles Registered in Canada, by Provinces, calendar
years 1907-31.

Nore.—The number of motor vehiclea in Yukon is included in the totals for Canada, 1014-30.
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